Development of fixation and pursuit eye movements in human infants.
Visual fixation and pursuit abilities of human infants were tested during their first year of life. Eye as well as head position was measured. Results show that the fixation of visual targets is accomplished by a head rotation accompanied by a series of small eye saccades. The number of these saccades increases with target eccentricity but progressively decreases with age. Pursuit of a moving visual target is performed by a smooth eye and head movement only if the target velocity is low. The maximum speed of pursuit progressively increases with age. The results are compatible with the relatively late development of the fovea.